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Landscape Setting 
 



Hackfall 
 

glacio-fluvial sand & gravel 

to c.10,500 BP  

Proto-Ure 



River terrace sand & gravel 

MOVING RIVER 

Sub-alluvial sand & gravel 



Historic Landscape Change 
 



Historical Change 

Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union 1861 to present 

INSPIRATION 
 



Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union 

Field Meeting at Ripon 1915 

Riley Fortune, F.Z.S. of  Harrogate 

“May Fortune always smile on us” 



William Eagle Clarke  
F.L.S., M.B.O.U. 

of Leeds 1853-1938 



Thomas Carter MBOU 
of Masham and Australia 

1863 - 1931 

Spinifex Bird 

Megalurus carteri 

Ralph Chislett MBOU, FRPS 
1883 - 1964 



 

1961  

186 species 

 

 

1977  

227 species 

 

 

2016  

305 species 
 

Alan F. G. Walker 
of Harrogate 

1928-1991 



Rev. Henry Horrocks Slater 

1851 - 1934 





Catherine “Kitty”  

Muriel Rob F.L.S.  

1906 - 1975 

Margaret Revell Sanderson  

1924 - 1992 

 Beatrix “Mole” Molesworth 

1917 – 2014 



Compiled by  

W H Jowsey 
in 1978 





Grasping 

Opportunities 



Nosterfield Local Nature Reserve 

‘A North Yorkshire Gem’ 



Nosterfield LNR – landscape setting 



Nosterfield LNR 

Clear Biodiversity Objectives 



Wet Grassland – Fluctuating Water Levels 

 



Wet Grassland – Fluctuating Water Levels 

 



Nosterfield LNR 

Wet Winter!  –   January 2013 



Hydrogeology - March 2014 



Hydrogeology - June 2014 



Hydrology – a natural resource? 

Average Low High 

HLS 

2009 

HLS 

2010 



Landform tailored to water levels 

 

HLS 

2009 



 

HLS 

2010 



Landform tailored to water levels 

 

HLS 

2010 



Landform tailored to water levels 



 

HLS 

2010 

40.6 m AOD 41.2 m AOD 

Landform tailored to water levels 



Is Nosterfield a ‘turlough’ ? ! 



Managing with agriculture 

Higher Level Stewardship 



Managing with agriculture 

Higher Level Stewardship 



BIRDS     

>150 species per annum 

 

GROWING IMPORTANCE 

 



Waders 

 



BIRDS - 230 full species recorded 

 



Species-rich Habitats 

Natural Regeneration 



Natural Processes at Nosterfield 



>330 plant species recorded 

 



well over 1,500 Invertebrates 





People 



Species-monitoring 



Nosterfield in the community 



Nosterfield in the community 



• Create habitat - wildlife arrives 



Wetland (Re)-creation 



Habitat (Re)-creation 

Edmund Bogg 
The Abbey Vale of Lower Ure.   

Circa. 1905-1910. 

‘Nosterfield . . . re-

beautified by nature 

in a wild garden . . . 

the spot is a perfect 

arcady’  



 ‘ . . . on summer evenings the 

glow-worms are wont to hang out 

their fieldstar lamps, illuminating 

almost super naturally hedge-row 

and bank, as if lit by the hands of 

fairy folk.’   

Edmund Bogg 
The Abbey Vale of Lower Ure.   

Circa. 1905-1910. 



Create habitat - wildlife arrives 



Decisions  

based on  

Evidence 



EBS 2020 

200,000 ha of NEW BAP Priority Habitat 
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Website: - www.luct.org.uk 

Twitter: - @NosterfieldLNR 


