
Three ways 
you can help 
bumblebees 
today!

Join us  
in the great 
bumblebee 
survey

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Why monitor 
bumblebees?

That’s where the Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust comes in. We 
run two citizen-science bumblebee-
monitoring schemes, and use the 
resulting data to help assess and 
steer conservation efforts. 

We need you! 
Whether you photograph your 
local bumblebees for BeeWatch or 
become a BeeWalker, walking the 
same route every month counting 
bees, volunteers are vital.

Bumblebees are in trouble. 
Two species are already 
extinct, and most of the rest 
are declining fast. 

To save our bumblebees, 
and the third of our food that 
is reliant on insect pollination, 
we need data – lots of data 
– on where we can find the 
remaining bumblebees,  
how many there are and 
what they are doing. 

There are 25 species of bumblebees  
in the UK and they look quite different 
from honeybees and solitary bees. 

The most reliable differences are that 
bumblebees are usually larger, and are 
always covered with dense hair.

Thorax

Abdomen

Wings

Antenna

Pollen basket 
(females only)

Sting  
(females only)
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2. BeeWatch 
BeeWatch is a collaboration  
between BBCT and the University 
of Aberdeen to collect bumblebee 
distribution records. 

It’s less intensive than BeeWalk 
– just take a photo of any of the 
bumblebees you see and upload 
them to the website, with the 
location of where you saw it. 

There’s an identification guide to 
help you work out what species 
you’ve seen, and we have experts 
on hand to help you out. 

Plus, once you get the hang of 
it, you can help ID other people’s 
pictures!

bit.ly/beewatchbeewalk.org.uk

1. BeeWalk 
BeeWalk is the only national 
recording scheme that monitors 
the abundance of bumblebees, 
providing early warning of declines. 

A network of volunteers walk set 
routes (transects) once a month 
between March and October, 
counting and identifying the 
bumblebees they see.

Anyone can join in and become a 
BeeWalker – all you need is a spare 
hour or so every month to walk 
your transect (you choose where to 
go), and send us your sightings. It’s 
essential that the transect is a fixed 
route to allow direct comparisons 
of bumblebee population trends 
over time. 

Find out more at: Find out more at: 

Level: 
Moderate 

Around an hour  
every month  
to walk your  

transect. 

Level: 
Easy 

No time 
commitment.  

Upload as 
you wish.
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3. Join us! 
The information collected by BBCT 
volunteers is integral to monitoring 
bumblebees – how populations 
and distributions are changing, 
detecting early warning signs of 
population declines, and responses 
to changes in land- use and climate. 

Bees need us and we need bees! 
If we lose bees, we lose flowers 
and a third of the food we eat. 
We hope you’ll be able to join 
in – without the fundamental 
information provided by volunteers 
across the country, we’re fighting 
blind in the struggle to reverse the 
plight of the bumblebee. bumblebeeconservation.org

For more information:
bumblebeeconservation.org

E: beewalk@bumblebeeconservation.org

Supported by:

Join the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust today to help us continue to 
protect Britain’s bumblebees.

We can’t look after the UK’s 
bumblebees without your support.  
By becoming a member, you allow 
us to carry on with vital work to 
protect the UK’s bumblebees, 
including conducting our BeeWalk 
and BeeWatch surveys. 

Members also receive a host of 
other benefits, including: 

–  A subscription to ‘Buzzword’.

–  A welcome pack tailored to 
gardeners, children or bumblebee 
identification.

Find out more by visiting our  
website at:
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